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Waxahachie Indian Marching Band for offi-
cially being recognized as one of the top 10
high school bands in the State of Texas. This
achievement represents the highest marching
award that the Waxahachie Marching Band
has earned in the school’s history.

This is “the little band that could.” With only
122 members on the field, they were the
smallest band in the UIL 4A State Band Con-
test to make the finals. And from all accounts,
their performance of their 2009 marching show
entitled “A Kinetic Mind” encompassed every
meaning within “kinetic’—constant motion,
fast-paced, and high energy, literally electri-
fying the crowd inside the Alamodome.

Now let me explain how big this accomplish-
ment actually is. There are hundreds of Divi-
sion 4A bands in the State of Texas, and in
November, only 26 qualified to compete for
the title. The Spirit of Waxahachie Indian
Marching Band finished eighth and | couldn’t
be more proud of what these students accom-
plished on the field.

But it is what they do in the classroom and
in the community that makes them even more
special. These teens begin practicing and
training over the summer, dedicating several
hours each day to learn the music and rou-
tines required to achieve excellence. This
alone is quite a feat when you consider just
how hot it is in Waxahachie in August.

But these are first and foremost students
whose determination and dedication not only
applies to the band program, but to their aca-
demic and community efforts as well. Once
they leave class and band practice ends—
these teens keep working. A majority of them
are involved with community service projects
and volunteer with organizations all over the
city.

These students, their directors and their
supporters have truly exemplified their title as
The Spirit of Waxahachie. | am proud to rep-
resent them here in Congress and once again
congratulate them for proving that hard work
and dedication lead to great accomplishments.

The Spirit of Waxahachie Indian Marching
Band includes:

Directors: Rich Armstrong—Head Director,
Reggie Cook—Assistant, Kendra Ray—Assist-
ant, Dan Francis—Assistant, Donnie Owens—
Assistant, Johnny Young—Percussion Instruc-
tor, Layci Dagley—Percussion Instructor,
Denise Armstrong—Color Guard Instructor.

Drum Majors: Tiffany Neal, Haley Nutt.

Section Leaders: Scott Tipton—Drumline
Captains, Tiffany Hinman—Color Guard Cap-
tain, Ashley Maass—Flute, Brittany Haines—
Clarinet, Kaitlyn O’Brien—Saxophone, Ryan
Popp—Trumpet, Carissa Needham—Horn,
David Hale—Trombone, Trey Speer—Bari-
tone, Mikey Kirton—Tuba.

Band Members: Samuel Allelo—Euphonium,
Eline Andreasen—Bb Clarinet, Jack Ansell—
Trombone, Sarah Arnold—French Horn, Maria
Baez—Trumpet, Katy Behning—Trumpet,
Michelle Boggs—Color Guard, Logan Bow-
ers—Drumline, James Bridges—Trumpet, Jes-
sica Cadena—Bb Clarinet, William Carter—
Tenor Sax, Jerrin Castillo—Drumline, Jake
Chastain—Trombone, Kyle Clayton—
Drumline, Ethan Craig—French Horn, Alyssa
Cupp—Bb Clarinet, Ben Davis—Front Ensem-
ble, Maddie Devore—Drumline, Jesse
Dillinger—French Horn, Justin Donelson—
French Horn, Kendall Drew—Tuba, Dayvetta
Dvorak—Bb Clarinet, Tedra Edmonson—Color
Guard, Jacob Engel—Front Ensemble, Taylor
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Engel—Trumpet, Stephen Erickson—Trumpet,
Travis Featherston—Drumline, Marrisa
Gallegos—Color Guard, Miranda Galvan—
Color Guard, Dan Gandara—Front Ensemble,
Hannah  Gentry—Color Guard, Richard
Gonzales—Trumpet, Ellen = Gordon—Color
Guard, Sydney Graf—Color Guard, Victoria
Guajardo—Flute, Tiffany = Haines—French
Horn, Allison Hale—Flute, Sha’ Quita Hall—
Color Guard, Shane Hartis—Front Ensemble,
Andrew Harwell—Trumpet, Zachary Hatchel—
Trumpet, Marieta Hawkins—Flute, Kelsey
Hayes—Bb Clarinet, Jackie Hernandez—Color
Guard, Jack Herrington—Euphonium, Jacob
Hill, Drumline, Hayli Howard—Tuba, D’Layni
Huff—Drumline, David Hummer—French
Horn, Cameron Ingram—Flute, Lauren John-
son—Drumline, Kallen Jones—Trumpet, Brady
Kelley—Alto Sax, Kaitlynn Kerbow—Flute,
Chelsea  Kimberlin—Bb  Clarinet, Sarah
Kinney—Bb Clarinet, Albreshia Lawrence—
Flute, Nicholas Lopez—Bb Clarinet, Melinda
Louque—Tenor Sax, Toni Madrid—Alto Sax,
Kimberly Mares—Color Guard, Hannah Mar-
shall—Trombone, Melissa Martinez—Alto Sax,

Manny Mata—Euphonium, Caleb
McCutchen—Front Ensemble, Karis
McGrew—Color Guard, Kaci McMahan—

Drumline, Josh McMurray—Trumpet, Reagan
McMurray—Euphonium, Alex Meade—Bb
Clarinet, Michael Mederos—Trumpet, Max
Mills—Tuba, Carlos Monge—Alto Sax, Ashley
Moon—Flute, Tanner Morehead—Euphonium,
Faith Morgan—Bb Clarinet, Lauren Moritz—
Flute, Yousef Muwaquet—Trombone, Laura
Nottingham—Flute, Tiffany Oglesby—Alto Sax,
Nathan Owens—Tuba, Jordan Palmer—Alto
Sax, James Perkins—Euphonium, Kelsey
Peyrot—Drumline, Danielle  Phillips—Bass
Clarinet, Molly Prescott—Color Guard, Marisa
Price—Drumline, Dillon Pryor—Front Ensem-
ble, Jeremy Quintana—Trumpet, Scott Quin-
tana—Trombone, Bridget Reid—Bb Clarinet,
Craig Renfro—Tuba, Milka Reyna—Flute,
Bradley Richardson—Trumpet, Daniel Rich-
ardson—Alto Sax, Hannah Ritchie—Color
Guard, Marissa Rodriguez—Bb Clarinet, Emily
Rolen—Bb Clarinet, Jacque Rosso—Color
Guard, Audra Russell—Bb Clarinet, Adrian
Salvador—Front Ensemble, Sara Sanchez—
Drumline, Jared Schueler—Alto Sax, Dillon
Shepherd—Trumpet, Natalie = Shoemake—
French Horn, Breanna Simpson—Flute, Taylor
Smith—Drumline, Brooke Stembridge—Bass
Clarinet, Cole Stembridge—Trombone, Collin
Stephenson—Tenor Sax, Tiffany Sweet—Bass
Clarinet, Rance Taylor—Trombone, Jenna
Thomas—Trumpet, Corey Troxell—Trombone,
Felcia  Tunson—Color Guard, @ Amanda
Unarut—Percussion, Christina Unarut—Color
Guard, Tanner Underwood—French Horn,
Samuel Vasquez—Alto Sax, Sarah Warren—
Euphonium, Wiebke Wenholt—Color Guard,
Reed White—Trumpet, Kora Woodard—Front
Ensemble, Taylor Wright—Drumline, Andrew
Zimmerman—Trumpet, James Zimmerman—
Trombone.
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EXPANDING ENTREPRENEURSHIP
ACT OF 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 18, 2009

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise before you today in support of H.R.
1842, the “Expanding Entrepreneurship Act of
2009.” | would like thank my colleague, Rep-
resentative LUETKEMEYER, for introducing this
act of solidarity, as well as the cosponsors.

When people think of the American Dream,
there are few things they are more likely to
think of than opening a small business. Our
President called them the dreamers who built
this country. In his words, “They’re the work-
ers who took a chance on their desire to be
their own boss, the part-time inventors who
became the full-time entrepreneurs, the men
and women who have helped build the Amer-
ican middle class, keeping alive that most
American of ideals.” My home city is very
much a part of this dream—according to For-
tune Small Business magazine, Houston,
Texas, is one of the five best cities in which
to start a small business.

That is what makes the Expanding Entre-
preneurship Act such an important bill. It
would make several changes to the Small
Business Administration’s, SBA, entrepre-
neurial development programs including estab-
lishment of planning standards, greater coordi-
nation of SBA programs, maintenance of an
entrepreneurial development database, cre-
ation of an entrepreneurial development portal,
and the introduction of community specialists
to the program.

Under this legislation, the Administrator of
the SBA would be required to develop a job
creation strategy for 2009-2010. This plan
would include the agency’s intent for using ex-
isting programs, including Small Business De-
velopment Centers, SBDCs, Women’s Busi-
ness Centers, WBCs, Service Corps for Re-
tired Executives, SCORE, Veterans’ Business
Outreach Centers, Native American Outreach,
and other appropriate initiatives, to create and
retain jobs throughout the United States. The
SBA Administrator would establish perform-
ance measures and criteria including job cre-
ation, job retention and job retaining goals, to
evaluate the agency’s progress in this effort.

Also, under this act the Administrator would
be required to oversee the coordination of
SBA'’s Entrepreneurial Development Programs
with other Federal agencies when it's appro-
priate. The Administrator would be required to
report to Congress annually on opportunities
to foster coordination, limit duplication, and im-
prove Federal entrepreneurial development
programs, without regard to the agency that
houses an entrepreneurial outreach effort.

To ensure easy access for entrepreneurs, a
portal will be designed on the SBA website
with links to all of the SBA’s entrepreneurial
development programs. This portal will also
have links to relevant web content organized
by industry type, stage of business, and level
of need. A separate database of providers of
entrepreneurial development services will also
be established on the SBA’s website.

A community specialist would also be re-
cruited to serve in every SBA District office.
Their sole purpose would be working with
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local entrepreneurial development service pro-
viders to improve coordination with Federal re-
sources. This will make the bill especially
helpful for minority owned businesses.

This legislation is particularly efficient be-
cause it develops a cost effective way to
reach a larger number of entrepreneurs in
need and coordinates all entrepreneurial de-
velopment programs eliminating duplication
and government waste.

That is why | am supporting this legisla-
tion—because of what it will do to help
women, minorities, and veterans who gave the
ultimate service to our great country to be a
part of its great dream.

CHARLES GOLDEN
HON. MICHAEL E. McMAHON

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 19, 2009

Mr. MCMAHON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Charles Golden as he cele-
brates his 90th birthday this month. Mr. Gold-
en is the grandfather of my constituent Stevie
Lacy-Pendleton, and | honor him for being a
great community role model.

Throughout his life, Mr. Golden overcame
many adversities. As the only son born into a
family of young women, much was expected
of him after his father’s death. Still only a child
when his father died, he took a job in the
coalmines of Virginia to help support his family
through the Great Depression. It was a dif-
ferent time in America. There were few jobs
available especially for African-Americans, so
Mr. Golden considered himself lucky, even
blessed to have a job, no matter how difficult
it was on a day to day basis.

An early work accident left him unable to
join the military, but it opened a door to higher
education. He applied and was accepted to
Central State, which later became Central
State University. Throughout his college years,
he continued to work and send money home,
at times holding more than one job.

Upon graduation, he became one of the few
African-American engineers in America. He
was hired by a federal defense contractor in
Dayton, Ohio spending his entire career with
them and retiring after over 40 years of serv-
ice in 1989. During his 40 plus years as an
engineer, he mentored countless young peo-
ple as they began their engineering careers.

He has always been a great community
leader. He became an active member of the
Middle Run Baptist Church which was founded
by freed slaves and is one of the oldest such
institutions in the country. As a member of the
Middle Run Baptist Church for over 50 years,
he serves as a senior deacon, assistant treas-
urer and a member of the men’s choir. He su-
pervises church maintenance and repairs, and
cooks for the weekly breakfast program that is
open to church members and non members
alike. He also fills in as the driver of the
church bus which helps transport seniors and
people with disabilities.

He was married to his devoted wife Frances
for more than 50 years before her passing a
number of years ago. Mr. Golden puts his reli-
gious beliefs into everyday action. He is a role
model for young and old.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in commending Charles Golden as we
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join with the members of his church who hon-
ored him on November 13, 2009, as a man
who overcame insurmountable obstacles, and
as the quiet man who has touched and made
a difference in so many lives.

—

THE DIABETES PREVENTION ACT
OF 2009

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 19, 2009

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to address a serious and expand-
ing health problem. Rates of type 2 diabetes
continue to rise—despite our knowledge of
how to prevent it—and it is time we took ac-
tion to reverse the disturbing trend.

Thirty years ago, there was no known or
proven strategy to fight the onset of type 2 di-
abetes. Now, we know how to delay onset of
this disease, or prevent it completely, accord-
ing to the National Institutes of Health, NIH.
And yet, we are not using this potentially life-
saving knowledge to our greatest benefit.

Meanwhile, those who develop the illness
still suffer from and can’t always properly rec-
ognize its symptoms, including fatigue and vi-
sion problems. When type 2 diabetes causes
those symptoms to progress, it can lead to
detrimental and heartbreaking results.

Furthermore, the cost to care for diabetes
patients reached $174 billion in 2007, and that
number is only expected to get larger. The ill-
ness is a growing problem in the population as
a whole, and appears to be increasing among
children and adolescents, according to the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
CDC. It makes sense to work to prevent onset
of type 2 diabetes. This will both ensure qual-
ity of life for patients and reduce overall health
spending—especially when the number of
Americans at risk is predicted to grow.

| am introducing the Diabetes Prevention
Act of 2009 to put our medical knowledge to
use to reduce and delay instances of type 2
diabetes. Through the CDC, communities will
be able to apply for grants to establish preven-
tion programs designed to assist those diag-
nosed with pre-diabetes. Working with local
medical officials, the programs will help pa-
tients with good diet, exercise plans, and other
lifestyle changes needed to prevent or delay
onset of the illness.

The Diabetes Prevention Act of 2009 builds
on the success community organizations have
had with similar programs in preventing ill-
ness. It is crucial that we address this serious
problem and act now to stem the number of
cases of type 2 diabetes developing in our
country.

| urge consideration of the legislation.

————

RECOGNITION OF SPRINGFIELD
NARFE CHAPTER 893

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 19, 2009
Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-

er, | rise today to recognize the National Ac-
tive and Retired Federal Employees Spring-
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field Chapter 893 and applaud its dedication
and service to the local community. This chap-
ter of NARFE enjoys the second largest mem-
bership in the country, and continues to carry
out NARFE’s mission of safeguarding and en-
hancing the benefits of America’s active and
retired federal employees, and their survivors.

At a recent meeting this chapter took a mo-
ment to remember and reflect on friends and
family who have served in the armed forces.
Of particular note was a poem written by
Chaplain Margaret Yowell entitled “What Is a
Veteran?”

“WHAT IS A VETERAN?”’

He is the cop on the beat who spent six
months in Saudi Arabia sweating two gal-
lons a day and making sure the armored per-
sonnel carriers didn’t run out of fuel. He is
the barroom loudmouth whose overgrown
frat-boy behavior is outweighed a hundred
times in the cosmic scales by four hours of
exquisite bravery near the 38th parallel.

She is the nurse who fought against futil-
ity and went to sleep sobbing every night for
two solid years in Da Nang. He is the POW
who went away one person and came back
another—or didn’t come back at all. He is
the Quantico drill instructor that has never
seen combat—but has saved countless lives
by turning young men into Marines, and
teaching them to watch each other’s backs.

He is the parade-riding Legionnaire who
pins on his ribbons and medals with a pros-
thetic hand. He is the career quartermaster
who watches the ribbons and medals pass
him by.

He is the three anonymous heroes in The
Tomb of the Unknowns, whose presence at
the Arlington National Cemetery must for-
ever preserve the memory of all the anony-
mous heroes whose valor dies unrecognized
with them on the battlefield or in the
ocean’s sunless deep. He is the older guy at
the supermarket—palsied now and slow—who
helped liberate a Nazi death camp and who
wishes all day long that his wife were still
alive to hold him when the nightmares come.

He is an ordinary and yet an extraordinary
human being—a person who offered some of
his life’s most vital years in the service of
his country, and who sacrificed his ambi-
tions so others would not have to sacrifice
theirs.

So remember, each time you see someone
who has served our country, just lean over
and say Thank You. That’s all most people
need, and in most cases it will mean more
than any medals they could have been
awarded or were awarded.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in thanking Chaplain Margaret Yowell and
the National Active and Retired Federal Em-
ployees Springfield Chapter 893 for their dedi-
cation and service to our brothers and sisters
who have so bravely served their country. Our
veterans have made the ultimate sacrifice to
their nation, and | am proud to work with
NARFE to ensure we uphold our commitment
to our federal employees and service men and
women.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 19, 2009

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, this morning our national debt was
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